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Newsletter – August 2010.

(from John Wood)
25th Anniversary Meeting



We had a most splendid meeting with a completely full house in the Postgraduate Lecture Theatre, three excellent speakers, plus a very good supper. Our first two speakers were Drs. Sally and Ben Amos from Teule Hospital, Muheza. Sally spoke about Obstetrics and Ben about Research undertaken at Muheza, particularly Malaria and how it can mask or be mistaken for other important diagnoses in children. Then Dr. Elizabeth Hills, MBE, described experiences in Lesotho, which sounded a much higher, colder, and less welcoming part of Africa. Nicola Westoby organised the meal. Colourful new up-to-date flyers were available for the meeting – many thanks to Yvonne Coats.
Meetings


The Coffee Morning will be on Saturday 21st August from 10 till 12 in the garden of St. Ethelbert’s Hospital overlooking the Castle Pool. St. Ethelbert’s Hospital is just beyond and next door to the Castle Pool Hotel in Castle Street, Hereford. No longer a working hospital, it is a group of old houses beside a secluded and most attractive garden. This is always a thoroughly enjoyable event.


The Autumn Supper will be on Saturday 23rd October in the Hall at Hampton Park Church starting at 7 PM. We do not make a charge for this combination of a feast with an illustrated talk, but instead we make a hat available for retiring donations.
Elizabeth Chigua.



At the 25th Anniversary meeting Valerie Gorton reported that Elizabeth obtained an excellent 2:1 Honours Degree in Applied Professional Studies in Nursing, at Worcester University. Since returning to Muheza Elizabeth has sent us details of plans for necessary rebuilding and improvements in the Teule School of Nursing – which unfortunately are costed at about half a million pounds sterling! Can any members please suggest ways of addressing such a large need?

Visitors


Mariam Mmbaga and Angelina Sengwaji came to Hereford for three-week visits in June. Mariam was particularly interested in our infection control and Angelina in the assessment and care of disabled children. They worked hard and the visits seemed very successful - I can share copies of their reports on request. 


Egbert Ng’weshemi and Amos Raphael had applications for UK visas rejected in Nairobi, but Ben Amos has been to the High Commission in Dar es Salaam and anticipates that repeat applications will succeed. The Link Society committee intends to try to invite them later this year – funds and accommodation permitting.



Elly Ecroyd and Sarah Brookes met the committee recently – they plan to visit Teule Hospital children’s services this year with the support of the Link.
Container


The most recent container arrived at Tanga in late June, and has just reached Teule Hospital. Will all those who sent goods in this container please arrange for them to be collected promptly. The container remained at the docks for more than the 15 free days allowed at extra cost. We do not yet know how to reduce these charges in future, but Brenda Allan of “Tanga in Touch” knows Abraham Mkumbwa at Tanga Port and we hope that his advice will help us to avoid this expense.
Hon. Sec. Dr. JB Wood, OBE, BM, FRCP, Dormington House, Dormington, Hereford, HR1 4ES, UK. 

Tel/Fax 01432 850543.    E-mail:-   john.b.wood@lineone.net


