The laying of the foundation stone of the new church of St Nicholas’
15th April 1841

Following a service at the Cathedral, an imposing and picturesque procession extended from the west door to the spot where once stood the old church; It was lead by the Sexton and the Clerk.

The following is the inscription on a copper plate tablet which was let into a receptacle on which the Foundation Stone was laid:-

S. Nicholas Church

In the City and Deanery of Hereford.

The first stone of this Church was laid on Thursday,

The 15th day of April, 1841, by the

Right Reverend Thomas Musgrave, D.D.

Lord Bishop of Hereford

The Very Reverend John Merewether, D.D.,

Dean.

The Reverend John Hanbury, M.A.,

Rector.

Francis Braithwaite,                                                 }

Thomas Bennett, Captain, R.N.,                                                            } Churchwardens.

Treherne & Duckham, Architects.

Richard Pritchard, Builder.

“Thus saith the Lord God, behold I lay in Zion for a Foundation a Stone, a tried Stone, a precious Corner Stone, a Sure Foundation. –Isaiah xxviii, 16.”

“Other Foundation can no Man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. ---I.Cor.iii.11”

Sixteen months later, in the month of August, 1842, his lordship, the Bishop of the Diocese, consecrated the new Church for the worship of Almighty God. The clergy and the leading representatives of the City assembled at the Bishop’s Palace, and walked in procession in the following order:=-

Builder (Mr. R. Pritchard).    Architect (Mr. S.Duckham).

Sergeants at Mace and Mayor’s Officers.

The Sword Bearer.

The Town Clerk (Richard Johnson, Esq).

The Mayor

Capt. Thomas Bennett, one of the Churchwardens.

The Aldermen of the Town Council.

The Committee for the superintending the erection, consisting of the principle parishioners.

Overseers (Messrs. Bishop and R Nash).

Thomas Davis, Esq.     John Cleave, Esq.

F. Braithwaite, Esq.

(One of the Churchwardens carrying the Petition for Consecration).
Parochial Clergy of the City, viz.:-

The Rev. H.J. Symons, LL.D.   The Rev. J Venn.

The Rev. J.A. Harvey.      The Rev. J. H. Barker

The Rev. J Hanbury, Rector of S. Nicholas.

The Clergy of the County in their gowns.

The Vergers and other Officers of the Cathedral.

Choristers.

The Dean’s Scholars.

Deacons.

The Rev. Albert Jones.     The Rev. T. Gretton.

The Rev. Henry Pearce.      The Rev. U. Munsey.

The Rev.Edward Bulmer.     The Rev. Edward Howells.

The Rev. C. Jones.     The Rev. Custos Pearce.

The Rev. Canon Twistleton.     The Rev. Canon Morgan.

The Venerable Archdeacon Wetherell.

The Dean.   The Bishop.   The Chancellor.

(All attired in their Cononicals).

Bishop’s Secretary (T. Evans, Esq.,).   Registrar (T. Lane, Esq.,).

The usual service of consecration took place and at its conclusion the burial ground attached to the Church was set apart for the dead. The Bishop entertained 100 guests at the Palace in the afternoon.
