St. Nicholas' Choir Report 

I have always felt proud of my association with St Nicholas Church and its choir but never more 
so than now. We remain a happy band in good heart and enjoy our role within the church. This 
year we have continued to sing at two services each Sunday and maintain the tradition of sung 
evensong. Evening congregations continue to be small as is the general trend but the choir is 
becoming stronger, if anything. We would welcome new faces at the service, which continues 
to be a very enjoyable act of worship. 

During the year we continued to have the usual cornings and goings. Andrew and Jan Ware 
have been unable to join us as frequently as they would like but remain supporters of the choir. 
However we have been joined by Richard Birt and George Edwards has been a regular 
member once more. As always, new recruits would be welcome. My greatest thanks must be 
given to the loyal and dedicated members of the choir whose consistently regular attendance is 
the bedrock of everything we do. 

Throughout the year Geoff Higginson has provided invaluable support to the choir, 
accompanying choir practices and playing for alternate Sunday morning services and the 
evening services. 

Last year we were able to perform John Rutter's Requiem as part of the Palm Sunday Liturgy. 
This was no mean achievement considering our resources and the performance was testimony 
to the loyalty and professional attitude of the whole choir. December saw us singing a special 
service for Advent Sunday and a delightful Christmas carol service. However in 2009 we said 
farewell Tony Giles,long time member, supporter and friend of the choir. Few of us knew how ill 
Tony was until he actually passed away and in March, less than three months before he died, 
Tony had joined us in singing the Rutter Requiem. His contribution, as ever, was significant but 
modestly offered and it was a measure of Tony's humility that he kept thanking us for allowing 
him to join us. 

At St Nicholas we had the privilege of hosting Tony's Memoria! concert in which the choir again 
played a significant part and we were all able to remember Tony through words, music and 
Gareth's sublime piano and organ playing. My own favourite memory of Tony is of one 
Christmastime at St Nicholas. A few of us were gathered around singing our favourite carols 
unaccompanied, as informal worship and simply for the joy of making music. A very appropriate 
memory of T ony and a fitting example of the spirit of St Nicholas Choir. 

Paul Tompkins 

