Team Rector's Report 

I should like to endorse all the messages of thanks made by the leaders of each of our groups 
at S1. Nicholas' Church and indeed add my own to everyone who has worked so hard during 
2009 to make the church community welcoming and vibrant. 

During the year the planned redecoration of the church was implemented; this was paid for 
largely by a very generous bequest from the executors of Sylvia Green's estate. To them we 
are greatly indebted" The church looks splendid again and numerous people have commented 
on how well it does look. 

During the 'God's Calling' initiative during 2008 one of the most significant characteristics 
identified about the community of St. Nicholas' Church was the welcoming and open nature of 
all who are part of it; this is a tribute to you who make up this community. But more than that, it 
could also be regarded as an important part of our outreach. 

The numbers of people worshipping Sunday by Sunday in many churches within the Church of 
England has seen a steady decline during the past number of years - we are more than aware 
of this here at St. Nicholas'. This is due to many factors and is being addressed in many 
different ways depending on the individual parish concerned. The way we could approach the 
problem here could be for each person to regard themselves as an 'ambassador for Christ' and 
resolve to encourage one person this year to begin coming to St. Nicholas' Church or to 
resume their attendance here. This would double the figures and be a significant act of 
outreach into the community of which we are a part. It is a challenge that I should like us all to 
take seriously during this year. 

DUling last autumn I was very privileged to have three months 'study leave'. This I did by 
spending time with the Anglican Franciscan Community in Dorset and at Lindisfarne. In addition 
Margaret and I were part of a Franciscan group that went on a pilgrimage to Assisi. It was a 
very special and fulfilling time; my grateful thanks to my colleagues, retired clergy, 
Churchwardens and members of the PCC who made it possible for me to be away. 

A concern for all of us in the West Hereford Team is the need to find a new editor for the 
Teamtalk magazine. John Hastie our present editor retires at the end of the year. Do you know 
of anyone suitably experienced with time to give? 

Ifs been a full and busy year thank you and thank God! 

Rob North 

